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	Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the conversation on Pennsylvania’s Clean Power Plan strategy.  I am writing to you in my own capacity as an interested citizen of the Commonwealth, and have just a few points that I’d like to offer.  They deal with energy efficiency, and a just economic and energy transition.  
Energy Efficiency Benefits Consumers and Helps Maintain Pennsylvania as an Energy Exporter
	The Commonwealth can help its citizens and help its position as a net energy exporter by supporting policies that decrease energy usage in homes, businesses, and institutions.  Ideally, renewable energy coupled with energy efficiency would help us produce cleaner energy, waste less of what we produce, and thus still be able to export it.  
Frequently the threat of higher energy prices is touted as why we should not move away from fossil fuels.  Leaving aside the fact that fossil fuel prices are probably artificially low,[footnoteRef:1] by using the energy we produce in the state more wisely, we can lower the overall cost burden on consumers, while still having energy to send to other states.  Because really, who likes paying for energy that you don’t even get to use because of poor insulation or windows?  I know I don’t.  [1:  Fossil fuel prices leave out the heavy financial (including health and environmental) burdens borne by the communities from which gas and coal were extracted.  In economic jargon, the company has externalized the costs of its pollution onto others, and that cost has not been forced back onto the company.  That includes, for example, the costs of disposing of coal refuse in a manner that does not wipe out entire valleys and streams, and also includes the costs of not dewatering streams when mining occurs.  Once these costs are accounted for, wind and solar (despite having their own environmental costs) have frequently been found to be cheaper. (See, e.g. https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/ener/files/documents/ECOFYS%202014%20Subsidies%20and%20costs%20of%20EU%20energy_11_Nov.pdf)
 Add to this: 1) the significant subsidies that fossil fuels continue to get while certain politicians want renewable energy to deal without government support, and 2) in this state, the historical price we continue to pay for over a century of unchecked fossil fuel development (e.g. AMD and abandoned wells) – and the costs of fossil fuel energy are even higher.  ] 

	This said, it costs money to weatherize homes and replace windows, and there are many citizens who already work multiple jobs and have neither the time nor the money (nor both) to dedicate to such efforts.  At the same time, as will be discussed briefly below, there are many who will likely be out of work as energy transition happens, and who deserve retraining to be able to use their skills to build healthier, more vibrant communities while doing something meaningful.  While many nonprofits in this state have done some work promoting energy efficiency, it would be a significant boost to have the Commonwealth fully behind these efforts.  I fully support strong energy efficiency measures as part of the Clean Power Plan.
There Must Be a Just Economic/Energy Transition, Particularly for Those Areas of the Commonwealth that Have Carried a Disproportionate Burden from Fossil Fuel Development
	Many areas of this state suffer from the scars of past coal mining development, and many also bear the brunt of continuing mining activity and gas development.  One of these areas that has seen it all is Greene County.  It citizens deserve to be kept front of mind as part of energy and economic transition efforts.
The beautiful hills, valleys, streams, farms, and forests of Greene County make so many citizens want to stay and build a life there, despite the fact that good, family- and community-sustaining employment is not always easy to find.  But the County’s natural assets are continually being chipped away by fossil fuel development, while many of the same areas still struggle to recover from past industrial activity.  Environmental justice areas make up at least half the county.  And yet the County has more unconventional wells per square mile than Washington, Lycoming, Bradford, or Susquehanna Counties.  Numerous citizens have lost their water from longwall mining or gas development, or suffered property damage from subsidence.  Still others have agreed to be bought out by the coal operator to avoid the headaches and costs of fighting, and moved away from the communities in which they had invested themselves and in which they may have lived for decades.  Greene County citizens have seen numerous valleys and streams permanently wiped out by coal refuse disposal.  They have lost Duke Lake to coal mining, and seen streams disappear as longwall mining goes under their communities.  In spite of all this, many stay to fight to protect the beauty of where they live; to protect their health, their children’s health, and a better future; and for an economy that respects the county’s natural assets and the citizens’ environmental rights, rather than overtakes and infringes upon them.  
	Greene County citizens deserve far better from the Commonwealth for all that they have borne and all they have contributed to the growth of other areas over the years.  Parents deserve not to worry about whether they are choosing between the health of their children and putting food on the table.  Young people deserve to see a healthy future in their communities, and to want to stay and raise a family – rather than worry about whether living with multiple wellsites and compressor stations in close proximity to their home is too high of a risk to think about having children.  
All people – young, old, veterans, teachers, truck drivers, retired miners, social workers, etc. – must be kept in mind in this transition time.  In particular, miners (both current and retired) bear heavy health costs for working in the mines for, at times, decades.  At the same time, the coal companies have eliminated health benefits for many of these same people within the last year.  Retirees and workers about to retire have been left without the support they thought they would have.  Many current miners are facing the very real prospect of coal mines shutting down and, right now, being left without a clear path forward.  This is on top of significant unexpected health costs due to companies slashing benefits, and the everyday worries of paying the bills and feeding kids.  Having the time or resources for retraining or further education would be difficult to think about with all these other concerns.
Any plan by the Commonwealth regarding energy and economic transition must include strategies to help these and other workers find meaningful employment in work that provides a reliable income and supports the health of the overall community.  I suspect other commenters have mentioned federal efforts on this topic.  Energy efficiency work is another area.  Renewable energy industries are still another.  While many may advocate gas development, gas development has shown itself to be unreliable in recent years due to the boom-bust cycle, so investment in gas industry retraining could very likely not provide the long-term benefits of a stable job in an industry.  Also, for reasons that have been only briefly touched upon here, gas development does not promote the health of the community as do other available energy options.   
At bottom, please remember the human component – that even though Greene County may be several hours from Harrisburg, it feels the effects of the decisions there just as strongly as someone down the road from the Capitol building.
* * *
In closing, thank you for taking the time to read this.  As a citizen of the Commonwealth yourself, I hope that you have been able to take time for yourself to reflect on what you would like the future to be.  While the future may be difficult to think about because we are facing significant challenges (climate change being one, budget issues being another), a path forward can materialize so long as we remember that people come first, and the status quo comes second. 

-Lauren Williams
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