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September 12, 2016

PA Department of Environmental Protection
Policy Office
Rachel Carson State Office Building
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

RE:	2016 Draft Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report; Availability for Public Comment
[46 Pa.B. 4264]
[Saturday, July 30, 2016]

Dear Acting Secretary McDonnell:

On behalf of the members of the Pennsylvania Aggregates and Concrete Association (PACA), we are addressing the Department’s 2016 Draft Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report; Availability for Public Comment [46 Pa.B. 4264] [Saturday, July 30, 2016].

PACA represents the broad interests of over 200 member aggregates (stone, sand and gravel), concrete companies, and companies supporting these industries (equipment manufacturers, dealers, consultants, and service providers) in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  PACA appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above draft document.  We recognize the complexity and effort involved in this draft report, and our comments reflect our desire to have a document that is accurate and workable with achievable goals that are scientifically supportable and economically efficient. We offer the following comments:

1. Data Utilized Should Be Collected by Active Working Scientists and Be Scientifically Supportable and Reproducible.

PACA has expressed concerns to the Department on numerous occasions concerning the use of “citizen scientists” in the collection and use of data for any report in which the data is used to affect, either directly or indirectly, industry.  And while some form of training may be offered to volunteer monitors via the Department’s manual “Designing Your Monitoring Program – A Technical Handbook for Community-Based Monitoring in Pennsylvania,” it is not the high quality of training that comes from trained and schooled scientists that perform these types of collections on a regular basis, and that should be used for a report with such importance in determining how permitted point sources operate.  

Furthermore, discriminately inviting participation in providing data to what appears to be a mailing list only to watershed groups, conservation groups, high schools, etc. does not align with an open and transparent approach.  The Department has repeatedly indicated a watershed approach is needed to restore Pennsylvania’s waters, but leaves out of the process major industries.  
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PACA requests that future mailing lists include all industry, and that any data in this report that was collected by non-scientists not be utilized in any decisions regarding impairment.

2. Waste Load Allocations for All Contributors to Impairment Should be Developed and Assigned Equitably.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PACA has concerns that when the TMDLs are developed, not all contributors to a stream’s impairment are either considered and/or considered equitably.  For example, while it is relatively easy to assign a permitted industrial discharge a waste load allocation, it is not quite so easy to determine the waste load from, for example, nonpoint agricultural sources.  And while arguments will be made regarding the technical costs and challenges to reduce, report and track remediation efforts for these nonpoint sources, it is just as time consuming and costly to industry as it is for example, municipalities and small agricultural sources.  The Department has stated publicly many of these nonpoint sources are responsible for challenges to the Chesapeake Bay.  And the majority of these nonpoint sources are not regulated through permits as are point source discharges.  

Furthermore, in the development of the TMDL and watershed remediation approaches, considerable consideration needs to be given to industry’s contribution to supplying back-up water supplies for communities and the handling of other storm water-related community challenges.  

In conclusion, PACA would like to work with the Department for any impaired streams’ TMDLs, alternate TMDLs or watershed approaches where our members have permitted point source discharges.  PACA appreciates the opportunity to comment and we look forward to working with the Department.  Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Josie Gaskey
Dir., Env., Safety & Health

cc:	Bill Brown, DEP
	Peter Vlahos, PACA
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