
SUEZ WATER PENNSYLVANIA
Mary Neutz
Water Quality Manager
2000 First State Boulevard
Wilmington, DE 19804-3569
(302) 304-5353
Mary.Neut2@suez-na.com

November 30,2015

Environmental Qusility Board
P.O. Box 8477

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477

Re: CommentsRegarding Proposed Rulemaking [25PA Code Ch. 109] SafeDrinking Water
Revised Total Coliform Rule

Dear Environmental Quality Board:

Suez Water is pleased to submit ourcomments regarding the proposed rulemaking for the revised
total coliform rule. Suez Waterservesa population of over 165,000 in 40 communities across
Pennsylvania including small, medium and large public water systems whichconsist of four surface
water treatment plants,3 surfacewatersystems, 11 groundwater systems, one GUDI well, and one
consecutive system. It is imperativeto our Public WaterSystems(PWS) that we maintain a level of
adaptability withour monitoring programs thatwillallowus to be flexible to realworldoperating
conditionswithout adding a level ofunnecessaryadministrativeburden to both the PWS and the
DEP. With this objective in mind we have reviewed these proposed regulations and compiled the
following comments:

Sample Site Plans - Section 109.70Ua)(5)

The proposedregulationrequires that samplingsite plans includehigher level of detail than
required by the federal RTCR whichwill significantly increasethe burden of implementing and
administrating this regulation. In addition to revising all sampling site plans to be representative of
water throughout the distribution systems per the federal rule, the proposed rule requires PWS to
identify all repeat samples on the sample site plans instead ofdeveloping a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) as allowed by the federal rule [40CFR 141.853(a)(5)(i)]. This requirement triples
the amount ofwork required to field survey, identify and validate new sample locations. In addition
the proposed rule requires that the PWS provide a descriptionof the accessibilityofall sampling
sites and a sampling schedule. Suez Water proposes that these items should be addressed through
the submittal ofan SOP along with the sample site plan which identifies all routine sampling
locations. This SOP would identify how repeat samples and alternate repeat sample locations are
selected, standards for sampling accessibility, and an explanation of the sample collection schedule.

To give an example of how the proposed regulations create an unnecessary administrative burden,
in the Suez Water's Harrisburg System we are required to take 100 samples per month. Since the
proposed regulation allows for sample locations to be sampled more than once in a month we
currently have 50 sample locations on the proposed RTCR. If we are required to identify the
upstream and downstream repeat sample locations for each routine sample location it will triple the
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