2375 Oak St
Lebanon PA 17042
elliesalahub@gmail.com

Patrick McDonnell, Secretary DEP
Rachel Carson State Office Bldg
PO Box 2063
Harrisburg PA 17105-2063
ecomment@pa.gov
28 December 2018

RE:  Lebanon County PM2.5-Public Comments

Dear Secretary McDonnell

As a concerned Lebanon County resident, I am adamantly opposed to the re-designation of Lebanon County as an attainment area for the 2012 annual PM2.5 NAAQS for the following reasons:

According to a DEP letter dated 29 December 2016 and signed by Krishnan Ramamurthy, Acting Director-Bureau of Air Quality, “Lebanon County is a non-attainment area for the 2012 annual PM2.5 NAAQS…”

“On 14 December 2012, the US EPA strengthened the primary (health-based) NAAQS for PM2.5.
The revised annual PM2.5 standard was reduced from 15 micrograms per cubic meter to 12.
On 30 July 2014, DEP sent updated designation recommendations to EPA for the 2012 annual PM2.5 NAAQS.
Based on 2011-2013 monitoring data, DEP recommended the following:  Change Lebanon County from “unclassifiable/attainment” to “nonattainment” area.

According to a Lebanon Daily News article dated 23 April 2016, Lebanon County bucked a national trend by having worsening results for fine-particle pollution…”  DEP spokesman , John Repetz, blamed the results on “problems with air monitoring equipment and unfavorable atmospheric conditions”

Lebanon County has one air monitoring site located in the southern portion of Lebanon County which only monitors ozone and PM2.5 levels.  Lebanon County is not being adequately monitored for Criteria Pollutants, Non-criteria and Air Toxics.
Mr.  Repetz admitted to faulty equipment and changing atmospheric conditions which are the new normal as a result of global warming/climate change.  These are not one time aberrations and unexpected weather patterns need to be fully considered.
The northern portion of Lebanon County has had large distribution center development that brings increased truck traffic.  Northern Lebanon County requires an air monitor with more monitored parameters before any re-designation is considered for Lebanon County.
DEP must stop the practice of making these determinations at the most difficult times for the public to participate, e.g. 28 December.  December 26, 2018 was the deadline to request a public hearing.  DEP is blatantly and egregiously making it extremely difficult for the public to adequately comment and participate on decisions that directly affect their environment and health.
Sincerely
Elise Kucirka Salahub







