
11 August 2020
TO: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP)
RE: 2020 Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report-PUBLIC COMMENT
In response to the Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report, the Bucks Residents for Responsible Airport Management (BRRAM)** would like to comment on this assessment. 
The public has been made aware of dangerous chemicals contaminating the water supply around the Willow Grove Naval Air base. PFAS, are now making headlines in Bucks as studies are being done to determine the impact on our health. PFAS in your blood stays forever and even minute amounts impact health, including increased cancer risk, infertility, and issues surrounding growth and learning in children. In a recent Philadelphia Inquirer article (click here), this issue is explained. 
The PA DEP should be aware that PFAS has been found in the soil at Trenton Mercer Airport (TTN) in Ewing, New Jersey—less than 4 miles from the Delaware River. This Airport is adjacent to surrounding wetlands and then the Delaware River – a major water supply intake.
BRRAM has begun circulating a petition. Within the 7 days, we’ve received over 250 signatures expressing concern about the impact TTN will have on our water quality. The signatures accumulate daily:
Whereas,

the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 2020 Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report highlights the importance of clean water to Pennsylvania citizens along with its extensive restoration efforts and seeks public comment by Aug 11, 2020,

the former Naval Air Warfare Center site in West Trenton, NJ is known to have groundwater polluted with PFAS (poly and perfluoroalkyl substances) and other toxic chemicals,

the expansion plans of the Trenton Mercer airport (TTN) will increase the water runoff through the former Naval Air Warfare Center site and into the Delaware River, which is the drinking water supply for thousands of Bucks County (PA) and Mercer County (NJ) residents,

proactively avoiding dangerous water pollution is in the best interests of the health, environment and community of Bucks County (PA) and Mercer County (NJ) citizens; 

And Whereas, 
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The Trenton Mercer Airport continues to move forward with plans to expand the airport   substantially with no regard for the water, air, wildlife, other environment impacts or its citizens in the surrounding region; 

the undersigned concerned citizens hereby request and petition that

the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection should vigorously oppose the expansion plans of the Trenton Mercer Airport (TTN) that will potentially increase water pollution in the state

the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) should re-examine its plans and re-prioritize the importance of clean water to the region as a one of the primary goals

the Trenton Mercer Airport should conduct a full and comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to assess the cumulative effect of its expansion over the last twenty years and its future expansion plans, particularly considering the impact of PFAS pollutants on the Delaware River drinking water supply

the Mercer County (NJ) Board of Freeholders should immediately halt ALL expansion plans for the Trenton-Mercer Airport until a cumulative Environmental Impact Statement is completed that truly measures the negative impacts to all affected Pennsylvania and New Jersey municipalities, with a full public review

elected officials at every level of local and state government in Pennsylvania should vigorously use all means at their disposal demand that Mercer County (NJ) officials halt the airport expansion.

We urge the PA DEP to oppose the current proposed unchecked expansion plans of the Trenton Mercer Airport (TTN), outlined in the Master Plan 2018 without proper studies.(EIS)  
These expansion plans will result in toxic air & water pollution that will cause irreparable harm to affected residents Bucks County, PA. 
Thank you for your kind attention.
Sincerely,
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Holly J Bussey, President

**Bucks Residents for Responsible Airport Management (BRRAM) is a non-profit volunteer organization comprised of over 1,000 concerned citizens. BRRAM works with other organizations in both Pennsylvania and New Jersey, as an advocate for our residents, to help demand accountability from TTN and that TTN be a “good neighbor” respecting the environmental health, safety and well-being of all its neighbors.
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25 S. Main St # 208
Yardley, PA 19067




