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Via email: ecomment@pa.gov 
Seth Pelepko, P.G.
Department of Environmental Protection, Policy Office 
Rachel Carson State Office Building, 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
RE:	DEP ID: Interim Final Technical Guidance Document 800-0810-001
Guidelines for Implementing Area of Review Regulatory Requirements
for Unconventional Wells, 46 Pa.B. 6392				__
Dear Mr. Pelepko:
The Pennsylvania Independent Oil & Gas Association (PIOGA) has over 500 members, including oil and natural gas producers, drilling contractors, service companies, manufacturers, distributors, professional firms and consultants, royalty owners, and other individuals with interests in the success of Pennsylvania’s oil and natural gas industry.  PIOGA is the principal nonprofit trade association representing Pennsylvania’s independent oil and natural gas producers and related businesses involved in both conventional and unconventional oil and natural gas operations.
While PIOGA believes that the new Chapter 78a Sections 78a.52a and 78a.73(c) & (d) should have been formulated during the lengthy rulemaking process to obviate the need for extensive interpretation after completion of that process, PIOGA appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Area of Review Technical Guidance Document (TGD) concerning these regulatory requirements.
PIOGA sees no need to burden DEP with additional material, as PIOGA supports the specific comments of the Marcellus Shale Coalition (MSC) concerning the TGD.  While PIOGA also remains committed to working with DEP on these and other regulatory issues that arise, PIOGA’s support for the MSC’s comments should not be interpreted as agreement with the need for such an extensive TGD after completion of a rulemaking process that is fully compliant with the letter and intent of the Regulatory Review Act.
Sincerely,
[image: ]
Dan Weaver, President & Executive Director
PIOGA
Pennsylvania: The Keystone to America’s Energy Future ®
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