
June 29, 2020

Remarks for Public Comment

Policy Office
Department of Environmental Protection
Rachel Carson State Office Building
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Submitted via email to: ecomment@pa.gov and through https://www.ahs.dep.pa.gov/eComment/

Ref. 2020 Annual Monitoring Network Plan

Dear Secretary McDonnell and DEP Air Quality Staff:

I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed updates to the 2020 Annual Monitoring Network Plan as posted on https://www.ahs.dep.pa.gov/eComment/.

I am the Communications Director and Spokesperson for Communities First Sewickley Valley. We represent the 11 municipalities in Allegheny County that are part of the Quaker Valley School district. Four of our municipalities border Beaver County. Our group’s mission is to protect the quality of life in Sewickley Valley. Our current initiatives have included protective local oil and gas zoning ordinances, private water testing, and over seeing the construction of the Falcon Pipeline through the headwaters of the Ambridge Reservoir which four of our municipalities use as their public drinking water source. We’ve worked hard to increase awareness and to educate the people living here. We are a grassroots organization concerned about the health of our children, our property values, and the protection of our natural resources.

We are also concentrating on monitoring our air quality, particularly in light of the construction of the Shell Petro plant 12 miles upwind from us. We have expressed concern about our air quality in the valley – riverfront communities. We were told by the ACHD that the predominant winds would blow NE from the plant and would not impact us. However, the weather station at the Pittsburgh International Airport validates that this is not the only direction that the wind blows (see attached chart.) In addition, this analysis does not take into account the unique topography in this area which is comprised of  river, hills and valleys. 

We have valid, professionally affirmed reasons to believe that the VOC, volatile organic compounds, from the Shell Petro plant will mix with sulfur dioxide, NO2, and sunlight to produce Ozone, O3, and partially oxidized VOCs that will settle in our valleys. This could impact all of the communities along the Ohio River. We are 12 miles from Pittsburgh. In order to gauge the impacts of the Shell plant on Pittsburgh there should be an ACHD air monitor near the Sewickley Valley. If it is further down the river the results will be compromised by emissions from Neville Island, which should also be a concern.

We already have inferior air quality in this area. Along with manufacturing sites outside of Sewickley Valley, we are bordered by Ohio River Boulevard and the railroad tracks. The traffic on both will increase after the cracker plant is in operation. Edgeworth is currently the wealthiest community in PA. Sewickley is well known for its beautiful, historic neighborhoods and thriving downtown. Suffice it to say that it is still beyond the scope of most residents’ comprehension that our air quality will soon put us in danger of respiratory problems for our children, elderly, and the adults with compromised health. In several more years scientific research indicates the likelihood of an increase in cancer cases. When it becomes apparent that this is a high health risk residential area, we can expect our property values to plummet. We are one of the front line/disposable communities to the Beaver County plant.

We have partnered with Carnegie Mellon University in the last 2 ½ years and are part of a network of RAMP monitors; Real-time, Affordable, Multi-Pollutant air quality monitors. We have a chemical engineer partnering with the technician at CMU and the group receives a weekly report. We’ve established a baseline for the air quality in this area as have the other locations. All of the RAMP and PurpleAir reports from Sewickley are compared to the ACHD air monitor in Avalon.

The RAMP monitors measure carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide, (NO2), sulfur dioxide (NO2), ozone (O3) and fine particulate matter (PM 2.5).

We recently purchased a VOC monitor and several PurpleAir monitors to track how the emissions from the plant will impact the residents who live here. We ae setting up a citizens scientists’ group and are working with other chemical engineers and organizations in the larger Pittsburgh area. These results will be widely shared and publicized.

We urge you not to move the ACHD air monitor in Avalon. If any changes are made, we recommend that you move the air monitor into an Ohio River Valley Community. We were told that the Shell Petrol plant would not impact us. We need the validated proof that this is not happening.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Gail Murray
Communities First Sewickley Valley
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